[Epidemiology of chronic UV-damage].
Whereas in Australia the high incidence of UV-induced skin cancer and chronic UV-damage is epidemiologically well proved, comparable figures in Europe and particularly in Germany are missing. Presumably, the prevalence and incidence of actinic keratoses, basal cell carcinoma and squamous cell carcinoma are significantly underestimated. The importance of chronic skin damage is discussed in accordance with new epidemiologic studies recently published in international journals. Since the percentage of older people is increasing in Germany the therapeutic importance of UV-damage and its relevance for preventive medicine will be of increasing importance in the next years.